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The leadership of the Communist Party of China was leaving its last rural headquarters in
Xibaipo village for Beijing, preparing to build a new republic after all those years of wars.

Mao Zedong said something interesting at the time. "Today we are going for a big exam in
the capital city."

The "exam" metaphor that has resonated with generations of CPC leaders somehow reveals
how the Communist Party sees itself. If it considers itself a test-taker, then who is supposed
to be "grading” its performance? The answer, as President Xi Jinping has made very clear, is
the Chinese people.

During wartime, the CPC scored highly by leading the people to independence. Sure, it had
won fights, but what could it do for the people as a governing party in peaceful days?

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Party moved quickly to solve the
economic mess left by the previous regime. In September 1956, the 8th CPC National
Congress was held in Beijing.

As the socialist system was basically established in China, the CPC leadership reached a fresh
consensus that the principal contradiction within the country resulted from the need of the
people for rapid economic and cultural development, which fell short of their requirements.

Simply put, the CPC knows the people's desire for a better life and has made it its mission.This
consensus ultimately led to the Party's promise to concentrate all efforts on economic
development since the introduction of reform and opening-up policies.

The CPC is a party with a clear mission but its mission is not inflexible doctrine. It keeps pace
with the times and renovates its mission continually.

The CPC governs by fulfilling its mission, which is its promises to the people. So did the CPC
delivered on this promise to its people?

With China remaining as the second-largest economy for over ten years and having lifted
more than 850 million people out of extreme poverty, the answer is quite self-evident.

How did the CPC deliver on this promise? One of the strategies is that China has a governing
party good at building long-range plans they can execute. In spring of 1951, the CPC set
about making China's first Five-Year Plan to start up the engine of industrialization and
initiated the plan in 1953 while continuing to make necessary changes.

With its successful implementation, the country's basic industrial network took shape and the
people saw many historic firsts of China's industrialism dream.

From the strategy of invigorating China through science and education in the 9th Five-Year



Plan and the program to dig up the potential of western China in the 10th plan, to the drive
of building the nation into a strong cyberpower set in the 13th plan, long-range plans are the
guideposts of China's development.

From the 1st plan to the 12th plan, our study finds that the CPC can, on average, meet over
90 percent of its targets, sometimes even exceeding them. For example, it took 3 years to
complete the First Five-Year Plan. The CPC takes its promises seriously and works to deliver
on them. In general, when China makes a five-year plan, it spends at least two years opinion
gathering. More than 60,000 people are involved in writing the plans, and millions of people's
opinions are consulted. | think this is a kind of incomparable decision-making process.

This year, China has announced its 14th Five-Year Plan. The targets in the plan are again
"peaches that could be picked if the country jumps up hard enough”. If the plan only benefits
a small group, then other people don't support that plan. They sabotage the plan. So to make
the plan work, it has to work for the interests in majority, for the majority of people to
participate, support rather than sabotaging.

Throughout its history, the CPC has been bold in making promises based on the true
aspiration of the Chinese people and has worked to fulfill them step by step. That's what
people say, xin dé guo, or "worthy of trust”.

Just as President Xi Jinping said, "there is no one-size-fits-all development model in this world.
A development path is most viable only when it brings benefits to the people in a sustained
way. "
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For example, it took 3 years to complete the First Five-Year Plan.
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and millions of people's opinions are consulted.

XMRRAMFR LR GELSRLLE

| think this is a kind of incomparable decision-making process.

S PEEHTEHEAEEALY

This year, China has announced its 14th Five-Year Plan.
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So to make the plan work,
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"There is no one-size-fits-all development model in this world. A development path is most

viable only when it brings benefits to the people in a sustained way. "
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